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H ighlands Links is ranked 69th in the world and top 
public golf course in Canada by Golf Magazine 
(Sept., 2001). It is a true links course, framed by the 

rugged Atlantic coastline and the mountainous contours of 
the Cape Breton Highlands. George Knudson, Canada's 
smooth-swinging and most successful PGA professional, 
called Highlands the "Cypress Point of Canada". He'd stroll 
the fairways without his clubs just to savour the scenery. 
 
Highlands Links is truly an authentic gem, designed and built 
in 1939 as Stanley Thompson's acclaimed masterpiece in 
Cape Breton Highland's National Park. Thompson called the 
Links his "Na Beanntan agus aMhuir", or "mountains and 
ocean" golf course. Like many courses in Scotland, the High-
lands Links was designed simply to be played, experienced 
and enjoyed. 
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P r o  S h o p  

Open daily from 6:30 am - 9:00 pm, the Pro Shop 
offers quality merchandise including clothing, 
footwear, clubs and other course essentials. 
Phone(902) 285-2600 or 1-800-441-1118. 
 
Joe Robinson, a native son of Ingonish and 
CPGA professional brings thirty-two years of golf 
knowledge and experience to work each day as 
head professional of Highlands Links.  Joe 
started as a caddy on the course at the age of 
twelve and his love of the game flourished with 
each passing year.  

I ngenious routing from rocky headlands to lovely 
wooded glens, stupendous vistas, deep gullies and 
swales combine to deliver an exhilarating challenge. The 

course captures more of the Scottish tradition with its col-
ourful Celtic names for the holes. Golf magazine described 
the course as one true to Thompson's belief in "strategic, 
natural holes with creativity around the greens" with "topsy 
turvy fairways that can result in uneven lies and odd 
bounces, but without being overly punishing; greens that are 
small and well guarded; and a superb collection of par fives, 
from the tight and mounded 570 yards seventh 
(Killiecrankie), to the uphill 460 yard 16th (Sair Fecht) high-
lighting a balanced and enjoyable layout."  
 
Highlands Links is indeed one of Canada's premier courses, 
ranked number one in Canada (Score Golf, July 2000), a na-
tional treasure and a golf experience you will not soon forget. 
Preview the Highlands Links Golf Course, operated by Parks 
Canada, on the following pages and call 1-800-441-1118 for 
tee times.  

KELTIC LODGE 
Middle Head Peninsula, Ingonish Beach, 

Nova Scotia, Canada B0C 1L0 
Phone: (902) 285-2880 

Fax: (902) 285-2859 
keltic@signatureresorts.com  

Visit Highlands Links  
on the web at:  
http://www.highlandslinksgolf.com 

http://www.highlandslinksgolf.com


Hole 1: "Ben Franey" 
The vista from this fairway presents a full view of Franey
Mountain.

Par 4

 - 405

 - 397

 - 326

Hole 2: "Tam O'Shanter" 
The name of a Scot's bonnet. In this case the shape of the
green is the reason for the title.

Par 4

 - 447

 - 397

 - 309

Hole 3: "Lochan"

A small sheet of water or miniature lake.

Par 3

 - 160

 - 154

 - 139



Hole 4: "Heich O'Fash" 

A 'Heap of Trouble', enough said.

Par 4

 - 324

 - 275

 - 226

Hole 5: "Canny Slap" 
A small opening in a hedge or fence.

Par 3

 - 164

 - 158

 - 114

Hole 6: "Mucklemouth Meg" 
Nickname for a Scottish lass with a mouth wide enough to
swallow a turkey's egg.

Par 5

 - 537

 - 477

 - 400

Hole 7: "Killiecrankie" 
A long and narrow pass, notorious in reputation.

Par 5

 - 570

 - 554

 - 427



Hole 8: "Caber's Toss" 

The follow through on this Scottish sport is described as "up
and over".

Par 4

 - 319

 - 309

 - 262

Hole 9: "Corbie's Nest" 

A corbie is a crow, and its nest is on high ground.

Par 4

 - 336

 - 323

 - 315

Hole 10: "Cuddy's Lugs" 
Donkey's ears. Names for the layout of the bunkers.

Par 3

 - 145

 - 141

 - 119

Hole 11: "Bonnie Burn" 

A pleasant meandering stream.

Par 5/4

 - 512

 - 403

 - 373



Hole 12: "Cleugh" 

A deep gully or ravine with precipitous sides.

Par 3

 - 240

 - 205

 - 161

Hole 13: "Laird" 
A laird is a Scottish landowner.

Par 4

 - 435

 - 412

 - 374

Hole 14: "Haugh" 

A small hollow, or sometimes valley.

Par 4

 - 398

 - 373

 - 298



Hole 15: "Tattie Bogle" 

Potato pits. Potatoes are placed in hillocks and covered with
thatch.

Par 5

 - 540

 - 530

 - 451

Hole 16: "Sair Fecht" 
Hard work. An apt description.

Par 5

 - 460

 - 453

 - 408

Hole 17: "Dowie Den" 
From a border ballad title, about a massacre in a haugh off
the Dens.

Par 3

 - 190

 - 170

 - 156



Hole 18: "Hame Noo" 

Home now.

Par 4

 - 410

 - 387

 - 385


